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Near Earth’s new addition: Rich Pournelle 

 
 
Rich Pournelle has over 15 years experience with fund raising and 
business development for technology companies. He joins Near 
Earth LLC providing a Washington, DC presence and contacts with 
industry executives and angel investors. He can be reached at 
rich@nearearthllc.com or (301) 328-7828.  
 
Before joining Near Earth, Rich provided business consulting for 
small business clients. He advised ICON Aircraft, a maker of an 
amphibious Light Sport Aircraft. In this role, he provided 
government business development including briefing Congressional 
leaders and introducing the company to federal agencies including 
the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Navy.  He also advised Talon 
Aerospace of Birmingham, Alabama on business plan preparation 
and due diligence preparation. Talon recently received a $1.5 
million investment from The Jensen Fund.  
 
Prior to that, Rich was Director of Business Development at XCOR 
Aerospace where he helped the company raise over $8 million in 
angel investment. While at XCOR, Rich helped manage an industry 
coalition that pushed for the successful passage of HR 5382, The 
Commercial Space Launch Amendments Act. XCOR holds 
numerous world records for the operation of manned rocket-
powered airplanes. 
 
Prior to XCOR Aerospace, Rich helped start WarrantyNow a 
company that built web applications for product warranty programs 
and online channels. Rich raised $1 million in seed capital and 
assisted in raising over $18 million in venture capital. He served as 
Vice-President of Marketing and coordinated media placement in 
the New York Times, at NBC, and for trade publications. Before 
WarrantyNow, Rich worked as product manager for Banta 
Corporation (now RR Donnelley NYSE: RRD) where he led 
European sales and later sales for the bay area, generating over 
$10 million in annual sales of custom software to clients such as 
Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard, Intel, and Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Rich began his career as a staff assistant to Congressman Bill 
Thomas (R-CA). He was promoted to Professional Staff for the 
Committee on House Administration where he had oversight of 
internet, telecommunications, and information technology. Rich was 
instrumental in the development of the Library of Congress 
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THOMAS legislative information service and managed the first 
Congressional hearing on the effect of the internet on elections. 
 
Rich has a degree in Political Science from University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) where he was part of the two-time national 
championship debate team. 
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Near Earth LLC 
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE USE OF THIS 
DOCUMENT: 
 
Near Earth, LLC ("Near Earth") has published this report solely for informational 
purposes. The report is aimed at institutional investors and investment professionals, 
and satellite, media and telecom industry professionals. This report is not to be 
construed as a recommendation or solicitation to buy or sell securities. The report was 
written without regard for the investment objectives, financial situation, or particular 
needs of any specific recipient, and it should not be regarded by recipients as a 
substitute for the exercise of their own judgment. The content contained herein is based 
on information obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed as 
being accurate, nor is it a complete statement or summary of any of the markets or 
developments mentioned.  
 
The authors of this report are employees of Near Earth, LLC, which is a member of 
FINRA. The opinions expressed in this report accurately reflect the personal views of the 
authors but do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Near Earth itself or its other 
officers, directors, or employees. 
 
The portions of this report produced by non-Near Earth employees are provided simply 
as an accommodation to readers. Near Earth is under no obligation to confirm the 
accuracy of statements written by others and reproduced within this report.  
 
Near Earth and/or its directors, officers and employees may have, or have had, interests 
in the securities or other investment opportunities related to the companies or industries 
discussed herein. Employees and/or directors of Near Earth may serve or have served 
as officers or directors of companies mentioned in the report. Near Earth does, and 
seeks to do, business with companies mentioned in this report. As a result, Near Earth 
may have conflicts of interest that could affect the objectivity of this report. 
 
This report is subject to change without notice and Near Earth assumes no responsibility 
to update or keep current the information contained herein. 
 
Near Earth accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage of any kind arising out 
of the use of all or any part of this report. 
 
No part of this report may be reproduced or distributed in any manner, via the Internet or 
otherwise, without the specific written permission of Near Earth. Near Earth accepts no 
liability whatsoever for the actions of third parties in this respect. 
 


